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Debt Recovery (for business customers, in claims up to £100k)

In general, legal fees are charged on an hourly basis at the rates set out below and which
appear in our Litigation Department’s terms and conditions. The rates are updated in
February each year.

Legal fees for acting on your behalf: £1,000.00 - £3,000.00 + vat

Hourly rates
Partners with over 8 years’ experience £280.00 + VAT

Solicitors/Legal Executives with
over 8 years’ experience £265.00 + VAT

Solicitors/Legal Executives with
over 4 years’ experience £250.00 + VAT

Other fee earners £195.00 + VAT

Trainee Solicitor/Paralegal, Grade D fee earner £121.00 + VAT

(Rates effective as at 01 February 2018)

These rates may be revised in urgent or unusually complex matters. An uplift for weekend, B

ank

Holiday and late night working may apply. You will receive notification of all such changes pr

ior

to any work being commenced. If the firm has to incur additional wages and expenses for our
support staff having to work overtime in order to service such work then we reserve the right
to

include such wages and expenses as a separate item on any invoice delivered to you.

The firm may call upon other partners, solicitors, trainees and clerks to assist the Legal
Representative in the conduct of your matter.



Generally we would expect a simple debt recovery / money claim to take around 6 months
to conclude, depending on the court and the other parties. If the debtor doesn’t respond or
file a defence, the case could conclude within a matter of weeks. In some cases, the court

process can take several years.

Disbursements

Disbursements are costs related to your matter that are payable to third parties, such as
Court, Counsel and/or search agent fees. We handle the payment of the disbursements on

your behalf to ensure a smoother process.

Court fee

Chargeable on a sliding scale set by the government and subject to change:

The court fee is based on the amount you’re claiming, plus interest.

Claim amount Paper form fee
Up to £300

£300.01 to £500
£500.01 to £1,000
£1,000.01 to £1,500
£1,500.01 to £3,000
£3,000.01 to £5,000

£5,000.01 to £10,000

£10,000.01 to £100,000 5% of the claim
£100,000.01 to £200,000 5% of the claim
More than £200,000

£35

£50

£70

£80

£115

£205

£455

£10,000

Online claim fee

4.5% of the claim

You cannot make a claim
online

You cannot make a claim
online

£25

£35

£60

£70

£105

£185

£410



Counsel’s Fee

These would be chargeable in complex cases or where an expert opinion is required. These
costs can range depending on the type of service required (advice, opinion, attendance at
court etc.) and level of experience.

Barristers charge at hourly rates between £150.00 + VAT to £500.00 + VAT.

In certain circumstances fixed fees can be negotiated.

Investigator / Search Agent

It may be necessary to instruct an investigator or search agent to locate a debtor. Costs can
vary depending on the level of search required, i.e. simple computer search, doorstep
search, surveillance, location etc. Basic costs for a simple computer search can range from
£150.00 + VAT to £500.00 + VAT.

Other Disbursements
If any other disbursements are required they will be advised before they are incurred.

Enforcement of Orders

Enforcing any order made by the court would be charged at our usual hourly rates. These
costs can vary substantially depending on the method of enforcement chosen. In addition,
there may be court fees and disbursements to pay. We can advise of the costs and estimates
upon inquiry.



